
Panavision
in close-up

The new Phantom Flex has arrived and is the next 
generation High speed, full 1920x 1080 HD camera, 
capturing images that the eye cannot normally see.

The Phantom Flex was released by Vision Research in the last quar-
ter of 2010 and the first one in the region was delivered to Panavision 
early this year.  It was immediately snapped up by DP Aaron Morton 
for use on the second series of Spartacus, which has just begun 
shooting in New Zealand. Aaron had been using the Phantom Gold on the previous series, but amongst 
the many improvements the Flex offers, he was particularly impressed by the increased ASA rating. “The 
sensitivity of the Flex is nearly three times greater than the Gold which not only gives me more flexibility, 
but also saves time as in some situations we can get the shot with less lighting.” 

See the Key Differences Chart between the Flex and the Gold on the next page.

Conclusions
Main advantages of Flex over Gold,

1.       	 Flex will record 2.6 times faster at 1080P over the Gold.  (Or 3.8 times faster in 720P)

2.       	 2.5 stops faster that the Gold.   

3.  		  Flex has Auto Black Balance with improved stabilized imaging where Gold only  
          	 has Manual Black Balance (CRS).

4.      		 Flex has new electronic capping shutter for Auto Black Balance.

5.       	 No Vertical Ghosting  at slow frame rates with the Flex.

6.       	 Flex is also designed to work as 3D with Genlock and camera Sync for playback.

7.       	 The  Flex is easier and quicker to operate.

8.       	 Flex can be used remotely with hot swop batteries.

9.      		 Dual accessory power outlet.
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